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Places of Faith Cambridge University Press

In his most recent work, the contemporary philosopher Roger
Scruton has turned his attention to religion. Although a religious
sensibility ties together his astonishingly prodigious and dynamic
output as a philosopher, poet and composer, his recent
exploration of religious and theological themes from a
philosophical point of view has excited a fresh response from
scholars. This collection of writings addresses Scruton's
challenging and subtle philosophy of religion for the first time.
The volume includes contributions from those who specialize in
the philosophy of religion, the history of thought and culture,
aesthetics, and church history. The collection is introduced by
Mark Dooley, author of two books on Scruton, and includes a
response to the writings from Scruton himself in which he
develops his idea of the sacred and the erotic and defends the
integrity of his work as an attempt to give a sense of the
Lebenswelt (or 'lifeworld'): how humans experience the world. He
argues that religion emerges from that experience and transforms
us from beings bound by causal necessity into persons who
acknowledge freedom, obligation and right. A unique and
fascinating collection of writings that sheds light on this hitherto
unexplored aspect of Roger Scruton's philosophy.

Rationality and Religion Oxford University Press

A fundamental question for theology is the question how we are
to understand the claims that we make about God. The only
language we can understand is the language we use to talk about
human beings and their environment. How can we use that
language to talk about God while respecting the infinite difference
between God and humanity? The traditional answer has been to
appeal to the concept of analogy. However, that appeal has been
interpreted in widely different ways. This book aims to clarify the
question and this answer by an analysis of the concept. It begins
with an exploration of the way the concept was evolved by
Aristotle out of Greek mathematics as a technique for comparing
"things that were remote"; followed by a critical examination of
three very different classical accounts of the way religious
language works: those of Thomas Aquinas, Immanuel Kant and
Karl Barth. The book finally investigates the way in which analogy
could be applied to answer the question initially posed - how is it
possible to use human language to talk about God. This is a
guestion of fundamental significance for the whole of religion and
theology, concerning as it does our whole understanding of what
we mean when we talk about God.

The Chinese Classic of Family Reverence Cengage Learning

For most people in England today, the church is simply the empty
building at the end of the road, visited for the first time, if at all,
when dead. It offers its sacraments to a population that lives
without rites of passage, and which regards the National Health
Service rather than the National Church as its true spiritual
guardian. Here, Scruton argues that the Anglican Church is the
forlorn trustee of an architectural and artistic inheritance that
remains one of the treasures of European civilization. He
contends that it is a still point in the centre of English culture and
that its defining texts, the King James Bible and the Book of
Common Prayer are the sources from which much of our national
identity derives. At once an elegy to a vanishing world and a
clarion call to recognize Anglicanism's continuing relevance, Our
Church is a graceful and persuasive book.

The World's Great Wisdom Princeton University Press

In the twentieth century, many contemporary epistemologists in
the analytic tradition have entered into debate regarding the right
to belief with new tools: Richard Swinburne, Anthony Kenny, Alvin
Plantinga, Nicholas Wolterstorff, Peter van Inwagen (who
contributes a piece in this volume) defending or contesting the
requirement of evidence for any justified belief. The best things
we can do, it seems, is to examine more attentively the true
notion of “right to believe”, especially about religious matters.
This is exactly what authors of the papers in this book do.
Morality and the Environmental Crisis Fordham Univ Press
The cognitive science of religion is a new discipline that looks at
the roots of religious belief in the cognitive architecture of the
human mind. The Roots of Religion deals with the philosophical
and theological implications of the cognitive science of religion
which grounds religious belief in human cognitive structures:
religious belief is 'natural’, in a way that even scientific thought is
not. Does this new discipline support religious belief, undermine
it, or is it, despite many claims, perhaps eventually neutral? This
subject is of immense importance, particularly given the rise of

the 'new atheism’. Philosophers and theologians from North
America, UK and Australia, explore the alleged conflict between
truth claims and examine the roots of religion in human nature. Is
it less 'natural’ to be an atheist than to believe in God, or gods?
On the other hand, if we can explain theism psychologically, have
we explained it away. Can it still claim any truth? This book
debates these and related issues.

The Crystal Mirror of Philosophical Systems Templeton
Foundation Press

“In this fresh, provocative account of the American philosophical
tradition, Roger Ward explores the work of key thinkers through
an innovative, and in many ways counterintuitive, lens: that of
religious conversion. From Jonathan Edwards to Cornel West,
Ward threads the history of American thought into an extended,
multivalent encounter with the religious experience. Looking at
Dewey, James, Peirce, Rorty, Corrington, and other thinkers, Ward
shapes new understanding of their fundamental concerns
demonstrating that, whether explicit or implicit, religious themes
have deeply influenced the development of American
philosophy." "Roger Ward's innovative reading of the American
philosophical tradition will be welcomed not only by philosophers,
but also by historians and other students of America's religious,
intellectual, and cultural legacy - and by all who seek to know
more fully the possibilities of human life and change."--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America,
Inc. All Rights Reserved

The Soul of the World Univ of California Press

Should we merely celebrate diversity in the sphere of religion?
What of the social cohesion of a country? There is a constant tug
between belief in religious truth and the need for respect for other
religions. Religious Diversity: Philosophical and Political
Dimensions examines how far a firm faith can allow for toleration
of difference and respect the need for religious freedom. It
elucidates the philosophical credentials of different approaches to
truth in religion, ranging from a dogmatic fundamentalism to a
pluralism that shades into relativism. Must we resort to a
secularism that treats all religion as a personal and private
matter, with nothing to contribute to discussions about the
common good? How should law approach the issue of religious
freedom? Introducing the relevance of central discussions in
modern philosophy of religion, the book goes on to examine the
political implications of increasing religious diversity in a
democracy.

The Condition of the Christian Philosopher Simon and
Schuster

This book reveals what life was like for Roger Scruton growing up
in High Wycombe, how he survived Cambridge and how he came
to hold his conservative outlook. It tells of Scruton's rise to
prominence while writing for The Times and sheds light on his
campaign on behalf of underground dissidents in Eastern Europe.
Ranging across topics as diverse as the current state of British
philosophy, music, religion, and illuminating what lay behind
Scruton's abandonment of academia for his new life on a Wiltshire
farm, Conversations with Roger Scruton is an intimate portrait of
a writer who has felt philosophy as a vocation and whose defence
of unfashionable causes has brought him a wide readership in
Britain and around the world.

The Religious Philosophy of Roger Scruton Oxford University Press
Finally, social scientists have begun to attempt to understand
religious behavior rather than to discredit it as irrational, ignorant,
or foolish—and Rodney Stark and Roger Finke have played a
major role in this new approach. Acknowledging that science
cannot assess the supernatural side of religion (and therefore
should not claim to do so), Stark and Finke analyze the
observable, human side of faith. In clear and engaging prose, the
authors combine explicit theorizing with animated discussions as
they move from considering the religiousness of individuals to the
dynamics of religious groups and then to the religious workings of
entire societies as religious groups contend for support. The result
is a comprehensive new paradigm for the social-scientific study of
religion.

West and the Rest Simon and Schuster

"In The Soul of the World, renowned philosopher Roger Scruton
defends the experience of the sacred against today's fashionable
forms of atheism. He argues that our personal relationships,
moral intuitions, and aesthetic judgments hint at a transcendent
dimension that cannot be understood through the lens of science
alone."--Jacket.

The Face of God Zondervan Academic

The Crystal Mirror of Philosophical Systems, by Thuken Losang
Chokyi Nyima (1737-1802), is arguably the widest-ranging
account of religious philosophies ever written in pre-modern

Tibet. Like most Tibetan texts on philosophical systems, this work
covers the major schools of India, both Buddhist and non-
Buddhist, but then goes on to discuss in detail the entire range of
Tibetan traditions as well, with separate chapters on the
Nyingma, Kadam, Kagyu, Shije, Sakya, Jonang, Geluk, and Bon
schools. Not resting there, Thuken goes on to describe the major
traditions of China--Confucian, Daoist, and the multiple varieties
of Buddhist--as well as those of Mongolia, Khotan, and even
Shambhala. The Crystal Mirror of Philosophical Systems is
unusual, too, in its concern not just to describe and analyze
doctrines, but to trace the historical development of the various
traditions. The Crystal Mirror of Philosophical Systems is an
eloguent and erudite presentation exploring the religious history
and philosophical systems of an array of Asian Cultures--and
offering evidence that the serious and sympathetic study of the
history of religions has not been a monopoly of Western
scholarship.

Conversion in American Philosophy Rowman & Littlefield

Richard Wagner's Ring of the Nibelung is one of the greatest
works of art created in modern times, and has fascinated both
critics and devotees for over a century and a half. No recent study
has examined the meaning of Wagner's masterpiece with the
attention to detail and intellectual power that Roger Scruton
brings to it in this inspiring account. The Ring of Truth is an
exploration of the drama, music, symbolism and philosophy of the
Ring from a writer whose knowledge and understanding of the
Western musical tradition are the equal of his capacities as a
philosopher. Scruton shows how, through musical connections
and brilliant dramatic strokes, Wagner is able to express truths
about the human condition which few other creative artists have
been able to convey so convincingly. For Wagner, writes Scruton,
the task of art is to 'show us freedom in its immediate,
contingent, human form, reminding us of what it means to us.
Even if we live in a world from which gods and heroes have
disappeared we can, by imagining them, dramatize the deep
truths of our condition and renew our faith in what we are.' Love,
death, sacrifice and the liberation that we win through sacrifice -
these are the great themes of the Ring, as they are of this book.
Scruton's passionate and moving interpretation allows us to
understand more fully than ever how Wagner conveys his ideas
about who we are, and why the Ring continues to be such a
hypnotically absorbing work.

Exploring Religion Wiley-Blackwell

Roger Scruton explores the place of God in a disenchanted world.
His argument is a response to the atheist culture that is now
growing around us, and also a defence of human uniqueness. He
rebuts the claim that there is no meaning or purpose in the
natural world, and argues that the sacred and the transcendental
are 'real presences', through which human beings come to know
themselves and to find both their freedom and their redemption.
In the human face we find a paradigm of meaning. And from this
experience, Scruton argues, we both construct the face of the
world, and address the face of God. We find in the face both the
proof of our freedom and the mark of self-consciousness. One of
the motivations of the atheist culture is to escape from the eye of
judgement. You escape from the eye of judgement by blotting out
the face: and this, Scruton argues, is the most disturbing aspect
of the times in which we live. In his wide-ranging argument
Scruton explains the growing sense of destruction that we feel, as
the habits of pleasure seeking and consumerism deface the
world. His book defends a consecrated world against the habit of
desecration, and offers a vision of the religious way of life in a
time of trial.

Before Science Cambridge University Press

In this astonishing new book, Roger Scruton argues that to
understand adequately the roots of Islamic terrorism, one must
understand both the unique historical evolution of the state and
the dynamic of globalization.

A Political Philosophy Bloomsbury Publishing

In this fresh, provocative account of the American philosophical
tradition, Roger Ward explores the work of key thinkers through
an innovative and counterintuitive lens: religious conversion.
From Jonathan Edwards to Cornel West, Ward threads the history
of American thought into an extended, multivalent encounter with
the religious experience. Looking at Dewey, James, Peirce, Rorty,
Corrington, and other thinkers, Ward demonstrates that religious
themes have deeply influenced the development of American
philosophy. This innovative reading of the American philosophical
tradition will be welcomed not only by philosophers, but also by
historians and other students of America's religious, intellectual,
and cultural legacy. Conversion in American Philosophy: Exploring
the Practice of Transformation is available from the publisher on



an open-access basis.

Equality, Freedom, and Religion Penguin UK

Rationality and Religion deals with the perennial question of how
far religious faith needs reason.

The Essentials of Christian Thought Tuttle Publishing

In his most recent work, the contemporary philosopher Roger
Scruton has turned his attention to religion. Although a religious
sensibility ties together his astonishingly prodigious and dynamic
output as a philosopher, poet and composer, his recent
exploration of religious and theological themes from a
philosophical point of view has excited a fresh response from
scholars. This collection of writings addresses Scruton's
challenging and subtle philosophy of religion for the first time.
The volume includes contributions from those who specialize in
the philosophy of religion, the history of thought and culture,
aesthetics, and church history. The collection is introduced by
Mark Dooley, author of two books on Scruton, and includes a
response to the writings from Scruton himself in which he
develops his idea of the sacred and the erotic and defends the
integrity of his work as an attempt to give a sense of the
Lebenswelt (or 'lifeworld'): how humans experience the world. He
argues that religion emerges from that experience and transforms
us from beings bound by causal necessity into persons who

acknowledge freedom, obligation and right. A unique and
fascinating collection of writings that sheds light on this hitherto
unexplored aspect of Roger Scruton's philosophy.

Religion in Public Life Routledge

If there is one God, why are there so many religions? Might all be
false? Some revert to a relativism that allows different 'truth's' for
different people, but this is incoherent. This Element argues that
monotheism has provided the basis for a belief in objective truth.
Human understanding is fallible and partial, but without the idea
of one God, there is no foundation for a belief in one reality or a
common human nature. The shadow of monotheism lies over our
understanding of science, and of morality.

Spirituality Atlantic Books

Few if any philosophical schools have championed family values
as persistently as the early Confucians, and a great deal can be
learned by attending to what they had to say on the subject. In
the Confucian tradition, human morality and the personal
realization it inspires are grounded in the cultivation of family
feeling. One may even go so far as to say that, for China, family
reverence was a necessary condition for developing any of the
other human qualities of excellence. On the basis of the present
translation of the Xiaojing (Classic of Family Reverence) and
supplemental passages found in other early philosophical
writings, Professors Rosemont and Ames articulate a specifically

Confucian conception of "role ethics" that, in its emphasis on a
relational conception of the person, is markedly different from
most early and contemporary dominant Western moral theories.
This Confucian role ethics takes as its inspiration the perceived
necessity of family feeling as the entry point in the development
of moral competence and as a guide to the religious life as well. In
the lengthy introduction, two senior scholars offer their
perspective on the historical, philosophical, and religious
dimensions of the Xiaojing. Together with this introduction, a
lexicon of key terms presents a context for the Xiaojing and
provides guidelines for interpreting the text historically in China
as well as suggesting its contemporary significance for all
societies. The inclusion of the Chinese text adds yet another
dimension to this important study. The Chinese Classic of Family
Reverence is sure to appeal to specialists of comparative and
Chinese philosophy and to all readers interested in the enduring
importance of the family.

The Right to Believe Routledge

Updated with nearly forty new selections to reflect the
tremendous growth and transformation of scholarly, theological,
and activist religious environmentalism, the second edition of This
Sacred Earth is an unparalleled resource for the study of religion's
complex relationship to the environment.
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